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Gillespie County sheriff can-
didates featuring incumbent 
Buddy Mills and challenger 
Chris Ayala will face off in a 
public debate on Wednesday, 
May 8, at YeeHaw Ranch Saloon 
on U.S. 290 East. 

The debate is a prelude to the 
May 28 run-off election for the 
sheriff ’s position.

The event begins at 6:30 p.m. 
in YeeHaw Ranch’s new saloon, 
with co-owner Donna Mitchell 
serving as the master of cer-
emonies. Mitchell emphasized 

the importance of the debate for 
educating the public about the 
candidates and their policies.

The Republican primary elec-
tion did not result in any candi-
date receiving more than 50% 
of the vote, necessitating the 
run-off and subsequent debate. 
The winner of the runoff faces 
no Democratic opponent in the 
November general election.

“The sheriff ’s role is crucial 
in managing law enforcement,” 
said Mitchell, “especially during 
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Let’s go! Billies soft-
ball, baseball teams in 
playoff action   B1

Billies track athletes 
head to state meet this 
Saturday   B1 

Billies girls’ doubles 
tennis team heads to 
state tourney   B1

Phil Houseal has fuzzy 
memories of when he 
first needed glasses  
 C2

Wine Auction will 
bring ‘Flavor of 
Philanthropy’   C5

FFA team advances to 
national contest   C7

Siblings reflect on 
‘Sister Act’ in remem-
bering hard times, 
good times   D1

COMMENTARY
Writer details tenaci-

ty in figuring out scam 
and getting funds back  
 D3 
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HCUC SALE  ▶ A4
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HIGHER EDUCATION

Voters turn
out at slow 
pace for 
city ballot

HISTORY

University Center may sell

Founders Day events ahead It’s all SystemsGo
for rocket launches

WEEKEND

Commemoration, museum activities, cemetery tour ahead Saturday

Fewer in-person students leads to possible bargain for new City Hall

You show up every day to drive nursing forward
in the Hill Country and beyond. Thank you.

Happy Nurses Week!

97761.48

By Ken Esten Cooke
Standard-Radio Post publisher

It is said when one door closes, 
another opens. 

For the Hill Country University 
Center Foundation, a move to 
online higher education has 
meant considering a sale of its 
26,000-square-foot building. The 
facility was a dream realized after 
more than a decade of work by 
local higher education supporters.

But the HCUC Foundation 
Board of Directors, the governing 
body of the facility at the eastern 
city limits, is negotiating a sale 
that could be a benefit for the City 
of Fredericksburg as it looks for 
additional space. 

The foundation is in negotiations 
with the city to sell the facility 
at fair market value, estimated to 
be $10.5 million. If the sale goes 
through, the city may relocate City 
Hall to the building and be able 

to centralize many administrative 
departments currently officing in 
different locations.

HCUC Foundation will use the 
funds from the sale to ensure edu-
cation is accessible to Gillespie 
County students by providing 
scholarships for post-high school 
education, including vocational 
and technical schools, certificate 

programs, colleges and universi-
ties.

HCUC Foundation Chairman 
Tom Hutton said after more than a 
decade of online course offerings, 
in-person course attendance has 
dwindled to a handful of students, 
a trend mirrored nationally.

“This presented an anguishing 
decision for us that we’ve struggled 
with over the last two and a half 
years,” Hutton said. “But I really 
think this is the best solution for all 
concerned and we’re appreciative 
of the city’s interest.

“We deeply regret the situation 
that’s overcome higher education 
in the United States — there’s been 
such a big shift to online,” Hutton 
said. “And with us having a build-
ing constructed in 2010, we have 
26,000 square feet and no stu-
dents.”

The low attendance mirrors a 
nationwide trend for online edu-

“There’s always a 
little bit of nostalgia... 
but I think we’re 
going to serve the 
original mission bet-
ter than we have been 
lately.” — 
Dr. Marc Williamson,
HCUC board member 

A national trend toward online higher education courses has led to the Hill Country University Center Foundation nego-
tiating a sale of its 26,000-square-foot building to the City of Fredericksburg. — File photo

By Alex Avila
Standard-Radio Post contributor

Based on early vot-
ing numbers, turnout for 
Fredericksburg municipal 
elections appears to be 
headed for its lowest rate 
in years.

Election day is Saturday, 
May 4 for mayoral candi-
dates in Fredericksburg. 
Voters will also weigh in 
on proposed city charter 
revisions.

In Fredericksburg, 
incumbent Jeryl Hoover 
and Timothy Ellis Riley 
are the two candidates on 
the ballot for mayor. Two 
incumbent candidates for 
city council, Tony Klein and 
Emily Kirchner, are run-
ning unopposed.

Early voting has been 
characterized as light. As 
of the end of day April 29, 
a total of 451 people had 
cast ballots in early voting. 
Another 41 mail-in ballots 
had also been received. 
April 30 was the last day of 
early voting.

This is significantly lower 
than 2023 when 1,075 early 
votes were cast in the May 
election. Records show that 
since 2019, early votes have 
surpassed the number of 
votes cast on election day 
in May municipal elections.

“Not knowing what 
today’s totals (April 30) will 
be, it appears that it will be 

Just 451 have voted
in mayor’s race,

charter proposals

The Gillespie County 
Historical Society will offer free 
admission to all of its public 
properties on Saturday, May 4, 
to celebrate Founders Day.  

Pioneer Museum at 325 West 
Main Street, and the Vereins 
Kirche at Marktplatz, will be 
open from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. for 
self-guided tours.  

Living History interpret-
ers will be on the grounds of 

the Pioneer Museum and at 
the Historic Jail (117 West San 
Antonio Street) from 10 a.m.-3 
p.m., as they are on the first 
Saturday of every month.

Living History experiences 
planned for this Founders Day 
Celebration include blacksmith-
ing, chuckwagon cooking, fron-
tier living, music and storytell-
ing, antique toys, corn shelling 
and fence making.  

The Handwerkers Guild 
will also be featured in the 
historic White Oak Country 
Schoolhouse. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult. 

“Come visit your Pioneer 
Museum and all its historic 
attractions free of charge on 
May 4 as an extended celebra-
tion of the 178th anniversary 
of Fredericksburg’s founding 

Sheriff runoff candidates to hold 
second public debate May 8

60 student-built rockets
to be fired near Stonewall

Students from 18 high schools will 
gather on the Segner Ranch near 
Stonewall, Thursday through Saturday 
to launch 60 rockets they designed and 
built for the SystemsGo STEM educa-
tion program.

The public is invited to attend and 
will be admitted free. Attendees are 
required to register in advance and 

FOUNDERS  ▶ A3

FAMILY AT THE
FINISH-LINE
Jacob Rhodes captures 
the finish of a 5K as wife 
Katie and daughter Lucy 
spring to the finish line of 
the 17th Annual Wildflower 
Run 5K and 10K Run 
and Walk, held Saturday 
downtown. The event, 
sponsored by Create 
Healthy, saw about 250 
runners compete. See 
results on page B3. More 
photos available onlilne 
at https://fredericksburg-
standard.smugmug.com. 
— Standard-Radio Post/
Ken Esten Cooke

VETERANS DAY
Honoring all that served
Nov. 11, 2023

Forging a Law 
Enforcement 
Leader

Healing War
Stories

Hill Country
JAG Veteran

VISITORS GUIDE |  SPRING/SUMMER 2024

All Parks, All Play

Lady Bird Johnson Municipal Park Nature Trails

GROWING & GOING

NATURAL WONDER

LBJ IS A MUST-SEE
Lyndon B. Johnson State Park and  
Historic Site gives glimpse into past

Publication of the  
Fredericksburg Standard 

Radio Post

Oldest continuous county fair  
highlights local youth

Enchanted Rock wows visitors as  
a unique and popular attraction
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